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2027 Building the Field of 
Health Advocacy
Informational Webinar
September 9, 2026 | 2:00 p.m. ET



In one word or emoji, what does 
a healthy Georgia mean to you?

Please take a moment to share your answers in the chat.



Agenda

• About Georgia Health Initiative (Maura)

• 2027 Building the Field of Health Advocacy 

Grant Opportunity Overview (Bethany)

• Funding Amount and Application 

Requirements (Bethany)

• Application Timeline, Support, and Online  

Instructions (Rochelle)

• Q&A and Closing (Maura)
xx



#TeamPossible

Our Mission

To inspire and promote collective action that 

advances health equity for all Georgians.

Our Vision

A Georgia in which all people have the opportunity to 

attain their fullest potential for health.

Our Values

Courageous Leadership • Trust • Equity • Partnership

About Georgia Health Initiative



Put relationships at the heart 
of our work

Build partnerships across 
sectors

Take a systems approach

Amplify and equip our partners

Our Approach



2027 Building the Field of 
Health Advocacy 

Grant Opportunity 
Overview



The 2027 Building the Field of Health 
Advocacy grant provides funding and support 

to Georgia nonprofits ready to advance 
health equity through a one-year advocacy 

project from coalition-building and strategic 
communications to policy research and 

community education

The field of health advocacy means Georgia 
nonprofits, coalitions, and community voices 

equipped with the skills, relationship, and 
infrastructure to educate decision-makers and 
influence the systems and policies that shape 

health across the state

Building the Field of Health Advocacy Grant Opportunity



Identify opportunities to improve health and wellbeing in 
Georgia at the systems level, either locally or statewide, that 
are ripe for advocacy

Elevate community voices to educate decision-makers on 
health-related issues of importance

Leverage partnership to strengthen a project’s reach and 
effectiveness

Bolster the capacity of non-profit organizations to engage in 
effective advocacy efforts, including research, policy 
development, coalition building and mobilization, 
community education, and/or strategic communications

Strengthen the overall field of health advocacy in Georgia

About the Opportunity
Through the 2027 Building the Field of Health Advocacy 
grant program, Georgia Health Initiative aims to support 
projects that





Funding Amount and
Application Requirements



• Tax-exempt public charities as qualified by the IRS 
under Section 501(c)(3)

• Applicants may apply with a fiscal agent or 
sponsor if needed

• Organizations working in Georgia on behalf of 
Georgians

• Organizations working in alignment with the mission, 
vision, and values of Georgia Health Initiative

• Our Mission: To inspire and promote collective 
action that advances health equity for all 
Georgians

• Our Vision: A Georgia in which all people have the 
opportunity to attain their fullest potential for 
health

• Our Values: Courageous Leadership, Trust, 
Equity, Partnership

Who Can Apply



Applications are open from August 20, 2026, through October 2, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. (ET).

Can apply for up to $80,000

• Budget requests should match the size and scope of the 
project

12-month grant period

• All awarded projects will start January 2027 through 
December 2027

Anticipate funding up to 17 grant awards

Application Guidelines



We are looking for your project ideas! Organizations submitting applications should develop an application narrative that 
covers:

• Issue of focus: describe the issue your advocacy project will address, why advocacy is the right approach, and 
whether it is emerging or ongoing

• Community of focus: identify the communities and/or populations impacted, and how you will engage their 
voice

• Contextual environment: describe the policy and advocacy landscape surrounding your issue, and any 
opportunities, challenges, or opposition you anticipate

• Project goal(s) and description: describe your project goals and the advocacy strategies and tactics you will use 
to advance them

• Major activities and deliverable: outline key activities by strategy, deliverable, and an estimated timeline

• Anticipated outcomes and organizational information: describe expected short- and long-term effects, and 
your organization’s capacity to carry out the project

Application Narrative

PLEASE MAKE SURE THE QUESTION YOU ARE RESPONDING TO IS VISIBLE IN 
RESPONSE SUBMISSIONS



Alignment with the Initiative’s Vision, Mission, and Values 
Partnership and Collaboration
Does the proposal incorporate partnership with other organizations to strengthen its reach and 
effectiveness? 

Focus on Systems Change 
To what extent does the proposed work address the underlying policies, practices, power dynamics, or 
relationships that hold the problem in place for the population(s) being served? 

Community Voice
Does the project elevate the voice and lived experience of the community it aims to serve? 

Readiness 
Does the applicant demonstrate readiness to deploy the selected advocacy strategies and tactics?

Application Review Criteria



Project funds can be used for
• Salaries/benefits for staff for project-

specific activities
• Project-related equipment
• Other direct expenses
• Consulting fees
• Grant-related travel
• Indirect expenses

Use of Grant Project Funds

Project funds cannot be used for
• More than one application per 

organization
• Capital campaigns or renovations
• Activities that exclusively benefit the 

members of sectarian or religious 
organizations

• Grants or scholarships to individuals
• Event sponsorships
• Existing deficits or retroactive funding
• Lobbying

• Practical Guidance: What Nonprofits Need to 
Know About Lobbying in Georgia

https://afj.org/resource/practical-guidance-what-nonprofits-need-to-know-about-lobbying-in-georgia/
https://afj.org/resource/practical-guidance-what-nonprofits-need-to-know-about-lobbying-in-georgia/
https://afj.org/resource/practical-guidance-what-nonprofits-need-to-know-about-lobbying-in-georgia/


Application Timeline, Support, 

and Online Instructions



January – December 2027

Project period

October 2, 2026, 1:00 PM (ET)

Application deadline

**Early November 2026**

All applicants notified in writing of 
funding decision

2027 Building the Field of Health Advocacy 
RFA Timeline

February 2027

Mandatory Non-Lobbying Training



Step 1: Account login

Example for mockup only

• Ensure your organization is 
registered in SmartSimple 
(Do NOT select Contractor)

• One application will be 
considered for each 
proposed project 

• For joint applications, 
please ensure that only one 
organization from the project 
submits the application

• For those applying with a 
fiscal sponsor, applications 
must be submitted by the 
fiscal sponsor

https://georgiahealthinitiative.us-1.smartsimple.com/SmartSimple Portal URL:

Accessing the Online Application Using SmartSimple



• Access the application using the “Open 
Funding Opportunities” button on your 
homepage

• On the Open Funding Opportunities List, 
locate the Health Advocacy Open 
Application and click the “Apply Now” 
button to complete the application

• Click the “Save Draft”’ button at the start 
of your application and before exiting from 
it. You can return to complete it later by 
clicking the “In Progress” button on your 
homepage.

Accessing the Online Application Using SmartSimple
Step 2: Completing the application

Note: Only click the “Submit” button once 
the application is complete and ready for 
submission



Accessing the Online Application Using SmartSimple
Step 2: Completing the application

There are 4 tabs on the application:

• Organization- provide information about the 
organization submitting the application for the 
grant

• Contact- provide information for the point of 
contact and authorized signer of grant 
agreement

• Request- provide information about the 
project including the scope of work, funding 
amount requested, and start & end date

• Attachments- upload all required documents 
including the budget template, project 
narrative, current operating budget, IRS Letter 
of Determination, and 990 Form/Audit

Application Deadline: 
October 2, 2026



Accessing the Online Application Using SmartSimple
Fiscally Sponsored Grants Section

test@test.comFake First Name Fake Last Name

Note: Implementing partner(s) MUST be registered in SmartSimple prior to being added to an application



Accessing the Online Application Using SmartSimple

Budget Template

• All budget requests MUST be submitted 
using the Initiative's budget template form 
which can be found in the RFA as well as 
under the Attachments tab in the 
application.

• If you are applying using a fiscal sponsor, 
please include BOTH organizations’ 
current operating budget and audit. 

Application Deadline: 
October 2, 2026



Contracted Services/Other Compensation

• When listing an organization that will receive 
more than $10,000 from this grant under 
contracted services, please include a signed 
contract, MOU, or Confirmation Letter (a 
template is linked in RFA)

Project Budget (Chart on Final Page)

• Review category totals to ensure the amount 
requested is reflective of amounts inputted in 
each section and is not greater than the 
maximum amount  

Application Deadline: 
October 2, 2026

Once you hit the “Submit” button for your 
application, you will not be able to return to it 
to make any changes or further edits.

Accessing the Online Application Using SmartSimple
Key Sections of Budget Template



• A dedicated space for applicants to 
receive guidance on supporting the 
application process

• One 15-minute session which can 
be signed up for using link in table 
for date of interest

• More than one person is allowed to 
attend each session if they are 
collaborating on an application

RFA Office Hours



Q&A
Please use the Q&A function located under the “More” button to submit questions



For general questions about the RFA and your application, please contact

• Bethany Munshi, Director of Policy Strategies, 
bmunshi@georgiahealthinitiative.org

For questions about the budget, online application, attachment 
requirements, and/or troubleshooting the application process, please 
contact

• Rochelle Heard, Program Administration Manager, 
rochelle@georgiahealthinitiative.org

mailto:samantha@georgiahealthinitiative.org


Thank you!
More information and access to the RFA can be found here and 

scanning this QR code:

To learn more about our organization and engage with us, please 
sign up for our email distribution list at georgiahealthinitiative.org

Follow us on LinkedIn @ Georgia Health Initiative

https://georgiahealthinitiative.org/partner-with-us/%22
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